[bookmark: _Toc220585726]PY26 HVRP FOA Disqualifying & Zero Point Factors
This document lists the factors leading to disqualification of an application or to earning a score of zero for specified sections of the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA). Following each factor are the FOA locations containing the associated explanation of the FOA requirements.
Disqualification References
[bookmark: _OGM:_Application_received][bookmark: _Toc220585727]Application Received After Deadline
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review 
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 36)
	Electronic submission requirements through Grants.gov are met no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on the closing date.

	V. Submission Requirements & Deadlines
C. Submission Instructions (p. 36)
	Applicants must electronically submit their application through Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on March 6, 2026. We will not review applications received after 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on the closing date.


[bookmark: _OGM:_Organization_does][bookmark: _Toc220585728]Applicant Does Not Meet Eligibility Criteria
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 36)
	The organization meets Eligibility criteria.

	II. Award Information
A. Eligible Applicants
Eligible Organizations (pp. 2–3)
	The following organizations are eligible to apply:
· State governments
· County governments
· City or township governments
· Special district governments
· Public and State-controlled institutions of higher education
· Native American tribal governments (federally recognized)
· Public housing authorities/Indian housing authorities
· Native American tribal organizations (other than federally recognized tribal governments)
· Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education
· Nonprofits without 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education
· Private institutions of higher education
· For-profit organizations other than small businesses
· Small businesses
· U.S. Territories or Possessions
· Native American Tribally Designated Organizations
· State and Local Workforce Development Boards (SWDB/LWDB) established under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)
· Faith-based organizations
· Other State and Local Government Agencies


Termination of an Applicant’s Previous Federal Grant
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 36)
	The organization’s previous federally awarded grants (if applicable) have never been terminated.

	II. Award Information
A. Eligible Applicants (p. 3)
	Any organization whose federal grant was terminated, as described in 2 C.F.R. § 200.340, before the expiration of the period of performance (PoP) established by that grant’s FOA will be ineligible to apply for any HVRP FOA for a three-year period (e.g. FOA-VETS-26-01, FOA-VETS-27-01, and/or FOA-VETS 28-01) following the termination date, unless the termination was due to unanticipated circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the grant recipient (e.g., natural disaster). A termination is defined as an action initiated by either the grant recipient or the awarding federal agency that terminated the grant prior to the conclusion of the PoP. 


[bookmark: _OGM:_EIN_legal][bookmark: _Toc220501488][bookmark: _Toc220585730]Applicant’s EIN Different from Legal Name in SAM.gov and Name on the SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance 
	[bookmark: _Terminated_grant][bookmark: _Missing_Attachment_A]VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 36)
	Employer Identification Number (EIN) must match the legal name in SAM.gov and the legal name on the application’s SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance.

	II. Award Information
A. Eligible Applicants
Eligible Organizations (p. 2)
	DOL/VETS defines an organization by the Employer Identification Number (EIN) that must match the legal name in the System for Award Management (SAM.gov) and the legal name on the application’s SF-424. The EIN is the organization identifier of record. The Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) is not the organization identifier of record.


[bookmark: _OGM:_Components_of][bookmark: _Toc220585731]Incorrect or Corrupt File Format
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 36)
	Components of the application are saved in one of the specified formats and are not corrupt. (We will attempt to open the document but will not take any additional measures in the event of problems with opening.)


[bookmark: _OGM:_Year_1][bookmark: _Toc220501490][bookmark: _Toc220585732]Year One Funding Request Is Not Within Required Threshold
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	The federal fund request for the first year of the PoP falls within the required threshold (maximum of $500,000 and minimum of $150,000).

	Funding Detail (p. 1)
	The funding range per award must not be below $150,000 or exceed $500,000 annually. Up to $1,500,000 for the three-year period of performance.


[bookmark: _OGM:_Organization_does_1][bookmark: _Toc220585733]Applicant does not have an active SAM.gov registration
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	The organization has an active System for Award Management (SAM.gov) Registration.

	V. Submission Requirements & Deadlines
B. Unique Entity Identifier and System for Award Management (p. 35)
	All applicants for federal grant funding must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM).


[bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_SF-424][bookmark: _Toc220501492][bookmark: _Toc220585734]Missing SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance includes the applicant’s Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and line 18a falls within the required threshold (maximum of $500,000 and minimum of $150,000).  

	IV. Application Content & Format
A. SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance (p. 9)
	You must complete the SF-424, Application for Federal Assistance (available at https://www.grants.gov/forms/forms-repository/sf-424-family). The SF-424 form must be completed and submitted in Grants.gov as part of the application package. The amount requested on the SF-424 must reflect the federal request for the first year of grant operation only and must not be below $150,000 or exceed $500,000. Applicants must not include funding for the three-year period on the SF-424, Part 18a.


[bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_SF-424A][bookmark: _Toc220585735]Missing SF-424A, Budget Information Form
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	SF-424A, Budget Information Form. (Total reflects the annual first year amount requested on the SF-424 and Abstract: maximum of $500,000 and minimum of $150,000.)

	IV. Application Content & Format
B. Project Budget (p. 9)
	You must complete the SF-424A Budget Information Form (available at 
https://www.grants.gov/forms/forms-repository/sf-424-family). The SF-424A form must be completed and submitted in Grants.gov as part of the application package. The totals in Sections A, B, and D must match. 
Applicants must list the same requested federal grant amount for one year of funding on the SF-424, SF-424A, Abstract (Attachment A), and Budget Narrative.


[bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_Attachment][bookmark: _Toc220585736]Missing Attachment B: Budget Narrative
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	Standalone Budget Narrative. (Total reflects the amount requested on the SF-424: maximum of $500,000 and minimum of $150,000.) A sample format is available at Attachment B, Budget Narrative Template.

	IV. Application Content & Format
B. Project Budget (p. 10)
	Applicants must submit, as an attachment, the information requested in Word, PDF, or Excel format. A template for applicants is available at Budget Narrative Template (Attachment B). The naming convention for the attachment must be “Attachment-B-Budget-Narrative.”


[bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_Project][bookmark: _Toc220585737]Missing Project Narrative
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	Standalone Project Narrative. 

	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative (p. 17)
	You must provide a Project Narrative with your application. The applicant must create the Project Narrative and submit this document as part of their application package in Grants.gov in the Project Narrative section. 
The Project Narrative is limited to 25 double-spaced single-sided 8.5 x 11-inch pages with Times New Roman 12-point font and 1-inch margins. You must number the pages of the Project Narrative beginning with page number 1. It must include the section headers listed below. The agency will evaluate the Project Narrative using the evaluation criteria identified in Section VI.B. We will not read or consider any materials beyond the specified 25-page limit (except for attachments listed in Section IV.D that impact the scoring of the application).


[bookmark: _Toc220501496]Missing StatsAmerica Big Radius Tool PDFs and Applicable Excel File That Match Cities in VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 1 in Attachment A)
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	PDF(s) of the StatsAmerica Big Radius Tool 50-Mile Radius Validation to verify physical location requirements meet the 50-mile radius. The city (or county if city option is not available) in the Tool must match the city/cities in the PY26 VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 1).

	IV. Application Content & Format
D. Attachments to Project Narrative
1. Required Attachments
b. Validation of 50 continuous driving mile radius for each physical location (p. 30)
	Applicants must take the following steps to validate that your Service Delivery Area is within a 50 continuous driving mile radius of the city/cities in the PY26 VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 1 in Attachment A). Applicants must provide a PDF printout of the StatsAmerica Big Radius Tool to validate their physical location(s). The applicant must submit this attachment in Grants.gov under “Other Attachments.” Omission of this printout will result in disqualification of your application.

	[bookmark: _VETS:_StatsAmerica_Big][bookmark: _OGM:_Placeholder_–][bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_StatsAmerica][bookmark: _Toc220585738]Amendment One
	U.S Territories and Possessions are not required to provide a PDF printout of the StatsAmerica Big Radius Tool referenced in Section IV.D.1.b. Validation of 50 continuous driving mile radius for each physical location and Section VI.A. Responsiveness Review. Omission of this printout will not result in disqualification of your application.


SDA Mismatch Between the VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 2 in Attachment A) & Project Narrative
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	The requested SDA in the PY26 VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 2) must match the SDA referenced in the Project Narrative.

	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
1. Statement of Need
a. Abstract tab 1 (p. 19)
	Identify the proposed SDA, including each state or territory in which the grant will operate, relevant counties, and/or county equivalents (independent cities). If there are any differences between the SDA in the Abstract (Attachment A) and the Project Narrative, the application will be disqualified, because all activities described in the Project Narrative must be based on the official service locations.


[bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_Attachment_1][bookmark: _Toc220585740]Missing PY26 Attachment C: Chart of Past Performance
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	PY26 Chart of Past Performance (Attachment C).

	IV. Application Content & Format
D. Attachments to Project Narrative
1. Required Attachments
c. PY26 Past Performance Documentation (p. 32)
	The applicant must submit the completed PY26 Chart of Past Performance as an attachment in Grants.gov under “Attachments.” The naming convention for the attachment must be “Attachment C_Past-Performance.pdf.” Omission of the PY26 Chart of Past Performance (Attachment C) will result in disqualification of your application.

Previous versions of the Chart of Past Performance will not be accepted. Applicants must use the “PY26 Chart of Past Performance.”


[bookmark: _OGM:_Missing_Attachment_2][bookmark: _Toc220585741]Missing PY26 Attachment A: VETS-704 – Abstract and Planned Goals Chart
	VI. Application Review Information
A. Responsiveness Review
Application Screening Criteria table (p. 37)
	PY26 VETS-704 Form – Abstract and Planned Goals Chart (all tabs in Attachment A).


	IV. Application Content & Format
D. Attachments to Project Narrative
1. Required Attachments
a. Attachment A – PY26 VETS-704 Form, Abstract & Planned Goals Chart (p. 29)
	Applicants must complete Attachment A – PY26 VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tabs 1, 2, and 3 and Planned Goals Chart (tab 4), which is available for download on Grants.gov under the Related Documents tab. Previous versions from other years will not be accepted. The applicant must submit Attachment A as an Excel document on Grants.gov under “Attachments.” The naming convention for the attachment must be “Attachment A VETS-704.xlsx.” Omission of the PY26 VETS-704 (Attachment A) will result in disqualification of your application. 


[bookmark: _Missing_Attachment_C][bookmark: _PDFs/Excel_files_to][bookmark: _StatsAmerica_Big_Radius][bookmark: _More_than_25%][bookmark: _OGM:_No_physical][bookmark: _VETS:_More_than][bookmark: _Toc220585743][bookmark: _Toc220585742]More than 25% SDA Overlap 
	II. Award Information
C. Service Delivery Areas
1. Saturation Levels Affecting Services (p. 5)
	If you are a current HVRP grant recipient and your PoP ends on June 30, 2027, or June 30, 2028, the application’s proposed SDA must not include more than 25 percent of the counties in your current grant’s SDA; if it exceeds this limit, the application will be disqualified. 


[bookmark: _Toc220501501]50% or More of Annual Enrollments Are in Counties Outside of the 50-Mile Radius
	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
1. Statement of Need
a. Abstract tab 1 (p. 18)
	Counties that are more than 50 continuous driving miles away from the physical location address(es) listed in the Abstract and that make up 50 percent or more of the planned yearly enrollment will cause your application to be disqualified. 


Missing Physical Address in VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 1 in Attachment A)
	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
1. Statement of Need
a. Abstract tab 1 (p. 19)
	Failure to enter the street address, city, state/territory, and zip code (five digits) will result in disqualification, because that information is required to validate against the StatsAmerica Big Radius Tool results.


[bookmark: _VETS:_StatsAmerica_Big_1][bookmark: _Toc220501503]Zero-Point References 
Incomplete SDA Information in VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 2 in Attachment A)
	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
1. Statement of Need
b. Abstract tab 2 (p. 19)
	Failure to enter the state/territory, county/county equivalent, and/or the number of annual enrollments for each of the CoCs identified in the Abstract (tab 2 in Attachment A) will result in zero points for the SDA Saturation Level score and zero points for the Expected Outcomes and Outputs, since the outcomes and outputs points are based on the annual enrollments entered in the Abstract (tab 2 in Attachment A).


[bookmark: _Incomplete_entries_in][bookmark: _Toc220585758]Incomplete Entries in VETS-704 Form - Planned Goals Chart (tab 4 in Attachment A)
	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
2. Expected Outcomes & Outputs (pp. 19, 20, 30)
	The requirements in the Planned Goals Chart (tab 4 in Attachment A) align with Executive Order 14332, Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking, which states that grant awards should include clear benchmarks for measuring success and progress towards relevant goals. Failure to enter values in every yellow cell in the Planned Goals Chart (tab 4 in Attachment A) will result in zero points for the Expected Outcomes and Outputs section of the FOA, since each yellow cell entry impacts another section of the chart.


[bookmark: _SDA_contains_≥]SDA Contains ≥ 50% of Enrollments in CoCs with ≥120% Saturation Levels Without Justification in VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 3 in Attachment A)
	II. Award Information
C. Service Delivery Areas
1. Saturation Levels Affecting Services (p. 5)
	Applicants proposing to serve a CoC with a saturation level of 120 percent or more must justify the existence of unmet demand in the Abstract (tab 3 in Attachment A). Failure to provide justification for a saturation level of 120 percent or more for the CoCs where at least 50 percent of Planned Enrollments are allocated will result in scoring zero points for the Expected Outcomes and Outputs criteria. Saturation levels are available in the Abstract (tab 2 in Attachment A) “Planned Enrollments by CoC – Current Saturation Level” column or in the HVRP FOA SDA Saturation Map.


[bookmark: _Less_than_25%]Less Than 25% SDA Overlap Without Justification in VETS-704 Form – Abstract (tab 3 in Attachment A)
	II. Award Information
C. Service Delivery Areas
1. Saturation Levels Affecting Services (p. 5)
	If the application’s proposed SDA counties overlap at less than 25 percent of your current grant’s SDA, the applicant must justify the need for an additional grant in the Abstract (tab 3 in Attachment A). Applicants must justify that the proposed service areas will not duplicate existing services. Failure to provide justification for SDA counties that overlap at more than zero percent and less than 25 percent of your current grant’s SDA will result in scoring zero points for the Expected Outcomes and Outputs criteria. 


[bookmark: _Inconsistent_Year_1]Inconsistent Year One Funding Amounts
	IV. Application Content & Format
B. Project Budget
1. Budget Narrative
Budget Narrative Score (p. 16)
	Consistent annual funding amount – The same annual funding amount (year one funding amount) must be on the SF-424, SF-424A, Budget Narrative, and all relevant tabs of the VETS-704 Form – Abstract and Planned Goals Chart. Failure to provide the same annual funding amounts in these separate and distinct parts of your FOA application will result in zero points for the entire Budget Narrative section.


[bookmark: _SF-424A_object_class]SF-424A: Budget Information Form’s Object Class Category Totals Do Not Match Budget Narrative Totals
	IV. Application Content & Format
B. Project Budget
1. Budget Narrative
Budget Narrative Score (p. 17)
	Alignment with the SF-424A – Match the Budget Narrative Object Class Category totals with each line item on the SF-424A Section B.6. For example, if your Budget Narrative Personnel section is $50,575, then your Section B.6.a should be $50,575. Only whole numbers are accepted on all forms. Failure to align these funding amounts in your FOA application will result in zero points for the entire Budget Narrative section.


[bookmark: _Past_performance_Category]Past Performance Category 1 Applicants Who Have No Grant or Cooperative Agreement History
	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
5. Past Performance (p. 28)
	Those applicants that have never been awarded a grant or cooperative agreement from any entity will receive zero points for this section.


Past Performance Category 2B & 3 Applicants Missing Award Documentation
	IV. Application Content & Format
C. Project Narrative
5. Past Performance (p. 28)
	If the non-HVRP applicant does not provide their NOA (or similar documentation), they will receive zero points for the Past Performance section.
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